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Sir: 

By Official Action mailed February 15> 2005, restriction to one of the following inventions is 
required; 

Group I: Claims 1-11, drawn to a backlighting system for a display apparatus, 



Group II: Claims 12-20, drawn to h method of controlling the power distribution to at 



In response, Applicants hereby elect Group I, upon which claims 1-1 1 are readable. 

The election was made with traverse because the Examiner's characterization of Group I and 
Group II as unrelated inventions is inaccurate. In particular, the Examiner alleged that the inventions of 
Group I and Group II are incapable of being used together. Applicant respectfully disagree, because the 
invention of Group II, i.e., a power distribution system for at least one light source (e.g., a backlight) 
within a display apparatus is apparently capable ofj being used within (i.e., together with) the invention of 



classified in class 362, subclass 561. 



least a light source within a display apparatus, classified in class 315, subclass 



315/308. 
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Group I, i.e., a backlighting system for a display apparatus. 

The Restriction Requirement is further traversed because the Examiner has mischaracterized the 
invention of Group II as being directed to a method of controlling power distribution. The invention of 
Group II is not directed to a method; it is directed to a system. See the preamble of claim 12 which is 
representative of Group II. Applicants are, therefore, not persuaded that a proper reason for insisting on 
restriction has been set forth. 



For any of the above reasons, the Restriction Requirement is deemed inappropriate and should 
therefore be withdrawn. 

Early examination on the merits is respectfully requested. 

To the extent necessary, a petition for an extension of time under 37 C.F.R- 1.136 is hereby 
made. Please charge any shortage in fees due in connection with the filing of this paper, including 
extension of time fees, to Deposit Account 07-1337 and please credit any excess fees to such deposit 



account 



Respectfully submitted, 

LOWE HAUPTMAN & BERNER, LLP 

Randy &/. Noranbrock 



for: 



USPTO Customer No. 22429 
1700 Diagonal Road, Suite 310 
Alexandria, VA 22314 
(703) 684-1 1 1 1 BJH/KL/klb 
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Date: April 14, 2005 



Benjamin J. Hauptman 
Registration No. 42,940 Registration No. 29,310 

CERTIFICATION OF FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION 
X HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS PAPER IS BEING FACSIMILE TRANSMITTED 
TO THE PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE ON Tim DATE SHOWN BELOW 



Kindra Bryant 




IT NAME OF PERSON SIGNING CERTIFICATION 



April ?QQ5 



DATE 



FACSIMILE NUMBER 



2 



PAGE 2/4 * RCVD AT 4/14/2005 3:56:08 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] ■ SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-1/4 ■ DNIS:8729306 * CSID: " DURATION (mm -ss): 02-06 



BEST AVAILABLE COPY 



